
Quick & Easy Games Quick & Easy Games

SQUISH TOGETHER, RUN APART
ENERGY LEVEL: HIGH	 LEVEL OF PREPARATION: NONE

WHAT YOU NEED

No supplies needed.

WHAT TO DO

Assemble the kids in an area with enough space to run. Explain 
that they will be playing a game where everyone will squish 
together and then run far apart.

Explain the rules. When a leader says, “Squish together,” the kids 
all move in close together around the leader. When a leader says, 
“Run apart,” the kids run far away from each other and spread out 
around the room. Demonstrate what is a safe amount to squish 
together, if necessary, so that nobody tries to push in too close. 
Play several rounds, coaching the kids on when they are supposed 
to squish together or run away from each other.

OTHER IDEAS

For larger groups, have several leaders stand in spots around the 
middle of the area, and assign some of the kids to each leader so 
that smaller amounts of kids are squishing together around several 
leaders.

For younger children, make this game slower, having the kids walk 
instead of run, allowing them to be more gentle by not getting too 
close when they squish together.

LESSON CONNECTION

You can play this game anytime, especially with lessons that 
mention friends and community, such as the early church.

STORM/CALM
ENERGY LEVEL: HIGH LEVEL OF PREPARATION: NONE

WHAT YOU NEED

No supplies needed.
Optional — Paper or streamers (one per child)

WHAT TO DO

Have the kids gather in the play area. Explain that you will be 
playing a game with them where they will be pretending to be 
stormy weather or calm weather. Tell them that when the leader 
yells, “Storm!” the kids can run around and wave their arms (or use 
streamers) to mimic the wind or the rain. When the leader yells, 
“Calm!” the kids must freeze and be quiet. Play several rounds, 
varying the intervals that you change between the two actions. 
End the game by saying that the weather is all clear now.

LESSON CONNECTION

You can play this game anytime, especially with lessons that 
include stormy weather, such as Jesus calms the storm.

Time to Play: The Awana Preschool Game Book Time to Play: The Awana Preschool Game Book 23 



Scripture Memory Games Scripture Memory Games

LINE UP THE VERSE 
ENERGY LEVEL: LOW	 LEVEL OF PREPARATION: MEDIUM

WHAT YOU NEED

Plastic disposable cups (10-15 cups per group), permanent marker

PREPARE AHEAD

Write the verse and reference on plastic disposable cups, putting a 
word or two on each cup. Put each stack in an area of the room.

WHAT TO DO

Invite the kids to play a game where they get to arrange cups in 
a line and practice their verse. Say the memory verse with the kids 
several times so that they are familiar with it, and go over what 
it means. Then, point to the cups and explain that the words to 
the verse are written on the cups. Demonstrate how to arrange 
the cups so that they begin to form a line. Divide the kids into 
groups, and send each group with a leader to a set of cups. Using a 
leader’s help to read the words, have the children line up the cups 
in verse order. Each team can cheer when they have placed all the 
cups in order.

MAKE A MISTAKE 
ENERGY LEVEL: LOW	 LEVEL OF PREPARATION: LOW

WHAT YOU NEED

Sticky notes or slips of paper, marker

PREPARE AHEAD

Write some silly nouns on the sticky notes or slips of paper that you 
can substitute in to surprise your kids during Bible memory. Some 
examples include: chicken, lollipop, robot, or broccoli. 

WHAT TO DO

Gather the kids together, and explain that they will be playing a 
game where they need to spot the silly word when you are helping 
them say a Bible verse. Talk about the verse they are memorizing, 
and explain its meaning. Say the verse for them several times, and 
help them say it with you to begin to memorize it. After a while of 
working on the verse with your children, say, “Listen, I’m going to 
say the verse, but part of it will be wrong. See if you can tell me 
the part that’s wrong.” Then pull out one of your slips of paper or 
sticky notes, and add that word to your verse instead of one of the 
nouns in the verse. Try to find a place in the verse to do this that 
allows for it to be memorable yet tasteful. Say the verse with the 
modified word, and let the kids guess what the correct word should 
be instead. Play several rounds, and end the game by saying the 
verse correctly one last time.

Time to Play: The Awana Preschool Game Book152 Time to Play: The Awana Preschool Game Book



Bible Story Games

HIDING IN THE GARDEN 
PARACHUTE PLAY 
ENERGY LEVEL: MEDIUM LEVEL OF PREPARATION: LOW

WHAT YOU NEED

Parachute or large bed sheet

WHAT TO DO

Gather the kids in an open area, and lay the parachute (or sheet) 
on the floor. Explain that today you will be playing a game with a 
parachute. Space children evenly around the parachute, and tell 
them each to grab an edge with both hands. Practice lifting and 
lowering the parachute together, on the leader’s cue. Stop often 
and tell the kids to quickly duck under the parachute and sit on 
the edge to make a “tent.” Ask, “Are we hidden from God now? Can 
we ever hide from God?” Remind the kids that Adam and Eve hid 
in the Garden of Eden after they had sinned, but God knew where 
they were. Repeat the game a few times, and ask kids about 
situations they might be in and if they would be hidden from God. 
Some examples include: when we are in the dark, by ourselves, 
with other people, when we are angry, when we misbehave/sin. 
End the game by reminding the kids that God loves us and is with 
us all the time—we can never hide ourselves or anything we do 
from Him.

LESSON CONNECTION

This game works best when done with a Bible lesson about Adam 
and Eve in the Garden of Eden or other lessons about God being 
omnipresent.

LET THE CHILDREN COME 
ENERGY LEVEL: MEDIUM	 LEVEL OF PREPARATION: LOW

WHAT YOU NEED

Picture of Jesus, picture of a stop sign, tape 
Note—You can copy the images at the back of the book instead of 
making your own.

PREPARE AHEAD

Tape the picture of Jesus to one wall of your area.

WHAT TO DO

Invite your preschoolers to join you in your play area, lining up on 
one side of the room across from the picture of Jesus. Tell them 
that they will be playing a game that involves trying to get from 
one side of the room to the other side. Remind them of the story 
about the disciples trying to stop the little children from coming 
to Jesus and how He told them to let the children come to him. 
Show them the picture of Jesus on the wall, and explain that they 
will get to take steps toward it but that you will hold up the stop 
sign at various intervals and make them stop, just like the disciples 
told the children to stop. If you have enough leaders, you can 
also designate one leader to play Jesus and another leader to 
play a disciple. These leaders will stand together at the opposite 
side of the room. Have the kids line up on one side of the room. 
To start, say, “Let the children come to Jesus!” The kids can then 
run, walk, hop, or skip towards Jesus. When you hold up the stop 
sign and say, “Stop!” the children must freeze in place. Repeat this 
sequence until all the kids reach Jesus. Repeat and make it fun 
and challenging for the children to know what to do next as they 
cross the room. End the game by telling them that Jesus cared 
about the children in the story, and Jesus cares about them too!

LESSON CONNECTION

This game works best when done with a Bible lesson about Jesus 
and children.

Time to Play: The Awana Preschool Game Book126 Time to Play: The Awana Preschool Game Book
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