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As I look back on the past year, I think back to 
God’s faithfulness that led me here. Personally and 
professionally, I see and feel the hand of God working 
in the lives of children and youth. 

My wife, Katie, and I have experienced joy in our 
family with the milestone of seeing our youngest son 
cross the finish line of high school; now both our sons 
are thriving in college. There was another milestone in 
2022 also worthy of celebration. Awana crossed the 
threshold of reaching 5 million children weekly 
with the Gospel and life-changing discipleship! 
I have felt honored and privileged to lead the Awana 
organization as CEO now for a full year, and the front-
row seat I have to the Spirit of God moving worldwide 
is amazing and humbling. 

This past year, I saw first-hand in Zimbabwe where 
God has opened doors for Awana to equip African 
public school teachers to share the Gospel and 
teach God’s Word to literally millions of children. 
An opportunity of this size and magnitude does not 
come around often, and we are so proud of our team 
members in Africa who are mobilizing leaders and 
shepherding this invitation to ensure more kids know 
the love of Christ!

I also heard of the sensitive ministry our team working 
along the U.S. and Mexico border was able to 
bring to local pastors in Uvalde, Texas on the heels 
of such a terrible tragedy that impacted the lives of 
children, families and an entire community. In the 
spirit of care and listening, our team was able to 
bring not only comfort but also practical support 
to pastors from several Uvalde churches looking to 
serve their congregations and bring the hope of child 
discipleship to transform more young lives. 
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And these stories are just the beginning when 
I consider the ministry happening through our 
team in Ukraine and Eastern Europe, the spread 
of the Gospel across South Asia and the critical 
conversations happening here in the U.S. to reach 
children in more effective and impactful ways in an 
increasingly secular, digital and polarizing world. 

Your generosity, partnership in prayer 
and commitment to our shared mission of 
reaching every child with the Gospel has 
encouraged me to my core. Because of you, 
innovative and impactful ministry is happening 
right now in 133 countries through nearly 70,000 
churches, changing the lives of millions of 
individual children and shaping an entire global 
generation.

I am convinced that child discipleship is needed 
now like never before. In a world littered with 
heaviness and hard news, it’s my prayer and desire 
to provide you with an uplifting, hope-filled pause 
in the pages that follow. From my vantage point, I 
see God at work, and I believe He is moving and 
inviting us to bring the Gospel and discipleship 
to children around the world in new and exciting 
ways. Thank you for joining together with us. I 
can’t wait to see what God will do in and through 
Awana in the years to come!

Matt Markins 
Awana President and CEO
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“I made the decision 
to seek God and His 

kingdom for the rest of 
my life because through 

Him I can have a free 
life. I want every minute 

of my life to be lived 
for the glory of God. 

Thank you to everyone 
who made this camp 

possible. You helped me 
to be closer to God!!!”

50 trips from Ukraine to Poland and Latvia to pick up humanitarian aid

40,000 families served at the refugee center

Several hundred Christmas presents delivered to kids in Kherson

200 widows in remote areas received supplies.

35 tablets & 20 computers distributed to students

Weekly Ukraine Updates

Our Response to the Ukraine Crisis

Child Discipleship Podcast: Awana and the War in Ukraine

Ukraine Relief and Discipleship

Naomi-Ana
Awana Ukraine Bible camp attendee

Adi Stanciu
Awana Romania missionary
and guest teacher at a Bible camp

Awana has faithfully served churches, children 
and families in Ukraine for more than 30 years. 
When Russia invaded Ukraine, there were 548 
partner churches reaching and discipling more 
than 26,000 children in clubs across the country 
each week. The staff was also supporting the 
ministry of 10 other countries. 

Because of the devastation of the war, Awana 
Ukraine has had to adapt to a new landscape, 
just like the resilient citizens of Ukraine. Leaders, 
concerned about the physical and spiritual well-
being of Ukrainian children, have found ways 
to host clubs and summer Bible camps in areas 
they deem safe, and discipleship has extended 
to entire families. 

The welcome center in Cherkassy, which Awana 
Ukraine staff opened in 2014 to serve refugees 
displaced by the Russian invasion of Crimea, 
increased its operations to meet the tangible 
needs of thousands of Ukrainians who have fled 
their communities. There the staff distributes 
Bibles, shares the hope of the Gospel and 
prays with visitors who come for food, clothing, 

medicine, counseling and respite. A team 
member who relocated in Latvia formed 
partnerships through which he received a 
donated van and funds to purchase a truck. 
These vehicles are used by the Ukraine team to 
transport food, medicine, generators and other 
life-saving supplies into and throughout their 
country to give to people in need, even those 
in remote areas. We thank God for protecting 
our team as they make these trips.

Despite the effects of war, there is hope 
and a growing interest in the love and 
security that only Christ can give. Because 
of the outpouring of support through financial 
gifts and prayer, our key leaders there continue 
to partner with other organizations and 
churches to provide humanitarian aid and the 
love of God to displaced children and families. 
The war has changed many things, but we 
serve a God who never changes or wavers 
in His promises. He continues to work in the 
hearts of children through Awana; praise God, 
the ministry is vibrant and influential in the 
country of Ukraine.

Awana Adapts and 
Extends to Serve 
Families in Ukraine

“It was a miracle 
to be able to create 

this Bible camp. 
God spoke to me 
personally, and I 

felt His presence. 
Through the nature 

that surrounds us, 
we realized once 

again that He has all 
things under control; 

and if He takes care 
of everything around 
us, He will also guard 

our lives in these 
days of war.”

Miriam
Awana Ukraine camp attendee

“The war has made young 
people more open to hearing 
about God and the Bible. I was 
touched by their need to fully 
trust in God’s sovereignty, 
goodness and protection.”

For More Information:
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https://www.awana.org/ukraine-updates
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https://childdiscipleship.com/like-never-before/#ukraine
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In addition, parents are involved in their children’s 
schools like never before. Because of these positive 
results, school ministers from six other countries 
have asked to partner with us. 

It is a God-sized opportunity unlike any we’ve 
seen before!

As kids form a firm foundation on the Word of God 
from an early age, these child disciples then grow 
up to spread the name of Jesus to those around 
them, unashamed. 

7

“I have never in my 
life seen that kind of 
opportunity, that kind of 
setting; and we’ve been 
invited to do it across 
the continent. Now 
neighboring countries 
have looked over the 
fence and seen what can 
happen in the school 
system of a country; and 
they are saying, ‘Come 
do this in our country.’ 
That doesn’t happen 
very often in the world of 
missions.”

Throughout the time that Awana has established 
roots to minister to the youth in Africa, we have 
learned that one of the greatest opportunities 
to bring kingdom change to a family, village 
and a continent is through the hearts of 
children. Entire communities are embracing 
the spiritual component in their local schools 
and have invited Awana into a partnership to 
provide Bible engagement programming. 
The long-term impact of the Africa Child & 
School Initiative could impact up to 31 million 
children across the continent! Because of 
financial gifts, we have been able to equip 
public schools in Zimbabwe with the materials 
to share the Gospel and God’s Word with kids 
for generations to come. As a result, school 
ministers have reported  attendance and 
grades are up and behavioral issues are down. 
Children are growing in Christlikeness, and 
even adolescent pregnancy has decreased.

400 public schools in Zimbabwe offer Awana programming; 
more than 80% of the students in each attend.

500 schools in Uganda received training to offer Awana curriculum.

Leaders trained in 89 Nigerian churches

Wess Stafford
President Emeritus of
Compassion International

“Coming to club meetings 
every week, reciting and 
memorizing Bible verses and 
partaking in games built this 
competitive spirit in me. This 
has led to an innate desire to 
tackle any task I’m given to 
the best of my ability. 

“The Bible verses I learned 
in Awana are crucial to my 
Christian walk. Hearing 
the Word of God every 
week in Awana gave me a 
great foundation on which 
higher knowledge and 
understanding was built on. 
I enjoyed and still enjoy my 
time with Awana.”

Public Schools + Awana = 
Students’ Lives Changed

Africa Child & School Initiative

Child Discipleship Podcast: Africa 
Child & School Initiative

Patrick Tandoh 
Truth Missionary Baptist Church,
Ghana

For More Information:
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https://childdiscipleship.com/africa-schools/
https://childdiscipleship.com/the-africa-child-and-school-initiative-copy/
https://childdiscipleship.com/the-africa-child-and-school-initiative-copy/
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On the Ground in Uvalde

May 24, 2022, the town of Uvalde, Texas was 
forever changed when a man entered Robb 
Elementary School and killed 19 children and 
two teachers. It was the deadliest shooting ever 
in a Texas public school, and the residents in 
the town and surrounding communities were 
mourning. Awana staff prayed for God to show 
us how we could help the hurting people of 
Uvalde, and He faithfully answered by opening 
doors into the churches and hearts of the 
community. In partnership with Texas Baptist en 
Español and the Church of God South Central 
Hispanic, the U.S. Latino Ministry of Awana 
trained more than 60 children’s pastors 
and leaders from 12 Latino churches. They 
learned to start the Awana discipleship program 
and love, disciple and come alongside the 
children in their congregations. Believing God 
would provide, we gave them our materials for 
free and waived the registration fee for a year. 

During 2022, God has continued to have favor 
on our Borderlands Project, extending our reach 
to children and youth on both sides of the U.S.-
Mexico border and in the four Central American 
countries of Guatemala, Nicaragua, El Salvador 
and Honduras. Throughout our first two fiscal 
quarters, we have been blessed to train loving, 
caring adults who are now sharing the love of 
Christ with children in their communities.

We have taken Awana to churches across the 
U.S. where migrant families have been granted 
asylum, and we have introduced our discipleship 
in Spanish at Catalytic Events in the U.S. and 
Central America. Awana has been well received! 
Through God’s grace, we have formed 27 
new denominational partnerships, trained 
more than 3,000 leaders and equipped 
400 churches to reach more than 35,000 
children. It’s humbling that God has chosen 

Just as we believed, we received funding through 
several donors to resource and train the churches 
for two years! This work has led to a partnership 
with the American Bible Society and their Trauma 
Healing program to coordinate healing sessions 
for those who are hurting.   

Research has shown that when individuals 
face tragedy, faith communities can help 
survivors hold on to hope; and when people 
feel supported by religious communities they 
experience fewer symptoms of depression and 
post-traumatic stress disorder, and are able to 
hold to their faith. Awana is blessed to be a 
catalyst to healing in Uvalde and is grateful for 
the individuals who have supported us through 
prayer and financial giving. 

to use Awana to spark this movement in the 
Latino church. We look with anticipation to the 
journey He has us on and are open-handed to 
how He wants to work through us.

             Learn about the Awana
             U.S. Latino Ministry.

Awana is blessed 
to be a catalyst to 
healing in Uvalde 
and is grateful for 
the individuals who 
have supported us 
through prayer and 
financial giving.

“I am very happy with 
what my children are 
learning, with what they 
have accomplished. They 
have achieved  more than I 
could have ever imagined. 
They have learned and 
memorized Bible verses. 
And I feel like, as a mother, 
we have all the resources 
we need to do child 
discipleship with our kids 
at home.

“I want to thank the Sunday 
school for everything they 
have taught my children, 
for how my children have 
grown in their faith.”

Providing the Hope 
of the Gospel to 
Latino Communities

Crossing the Border Between 
U.S. and Mexico 

A parent at Iglesia Bautista Vida 
Nueva, Guatemala

12 Uvalde churches equipped to disciple kids in their congregations

3,000 network and church leaders trained through the 
Borderlands Project

400 new churches began Awana programming through the 
Borderlands Project.

8

http://AwanaUSLatino.org
http://AwanaUSLatino.org


97 8

On the Ground in Uvalde

May 24, 2022, the town of Uvalde, Texas was 
forever changed when a man entered Robb 
Elementary School and killed 19 children and 
two teachers. It was the deadliest shooting ever 
in a Texas public school, and the residents in 
the town and surrounding communities were 
mourning. Awana staff prayed for God to show 
us how we could help the hurting people of 
Uvalde, and He faithfully answered by opening 
doors into the churches and hearts of the 
community. In partnership with Texas Baptist en 
Español and the Church of God South Central 
Hispanic, the U.S. Latino Ministry of Awana 
trained more than 60 children’s pastors 
and leaders from 12 Latino churches. They 
learned to start the Awana discipleship program 
and love, disciple and come alongside the 
children in their congregations. Believing God 
would provide, we gave them our materials for 
free and waived the registration fee for a year. 

During 2022, God has continued to have favor 
on our Borderlands Project, extending our reach 
to children and youth on both sides of the U.S.-
Mexico border and in the four Central American 
countries of Guatemala, Nicaragua, El Salvador 
and Honduras. Throughout our first two fiscal 
quarters, we have been blessed to train loving, 
caring adults who are now sharing the love of 
Christ with children in their communities.

We have taken Awana to churches across the 
U.S. where migrant families have been granted 
asylum, and we have introduced our discipleship 
in Spanish at Catalytic Events in the U.S. and 
Central America. Awana has been well received! 
Through God’s grace, we have formed 27 
new denominational partnerships, trained 
more than 3,000 leaders and equipped 
400 churches to reach more than 35,000 
children. It’s humbling that God has chosen 

Just as we believed, we received funding through 
several donors to resource and train the churches 
for two years! This work has led to a partnership 
with the American Bible Society and their Trauma 
Healing program to coordinate healing sessions 
for those who are hurting.   

Research has shown that when individuals 
face tragedy, faith communities can help 
survivors hold on to hope; and when people 
feel supported by religious communities they 
experience fewer symptoms of depression and 
post-traumatic stress disorder, and are able to 
hold to their faith. Awana is blessed to be a 
catalyst to healing in Uvalde and is grateful for 
the individuals who have supported us through 
prayer and financial giving. 

to use Awana to spark this movement in the 
Latino church. We look with anticipation to the 
journey He has us on and are open-handed to 
how He wants to work through us.

             Learn about the Awana
             U.S. Latino Ministry.

Awana is blessed 
to be a catalyst to 
healing in Uvalde 
and is grateful for 
the individuals who 
have supported us 
through prayer and 
financial giving.

“I am very happy with 
what my children are 
learning, with what they 
have accomplished. They 
have achieved  more than I 
could have ever imagined. 
They have learned and 
memorized Bible verses. 
And I feel like, as a mother, 
we have all the resources 
we need to do child 
discipleship with our kids 
at home.

“I want to thank the Sunday 
school for everything they 
have taught my children, 
for how my children have 
grown in their faith.”

Providing the Hope 
of the Gospel to 
Latino Communities

Crossing the Border Between 
U.S. and Mexico 

A parent at Iglesia Bautista Vida 
Nueva, Guatemala

12 Uvalde churches equipped to disciple kids in their congregations

3,000 network and church leaders trained through the 
Borderlands Project

400 new churches began Awana programming through the 
Borderlands Project.

8

http://AwanaUSLatino.org
http://AwanaUSLatino.org


10 1010

God continues to expand His 
reach through Awana to the kids 
and families of India. Our Leader-
Based Model of training is one of 
the most important tools we have 
to spread the Gospel and change 
the perspective of leaders in that 
country who, until now, did not 
understand the importance of 
child discipleship. When 2022 
began, we asked God to expand 
our reach to more leaders across 
the country. We praise Him for His 
faithfulness and for the more than 
42,000 leaders who have been 
trained this year. Together, they 
are reaching 710,000 kids with the 
Gospel!

 “Training has infused in me a great sense of 
responsibility with greater zeal and urgency. 
I am excited to see great change happening 
in the lives of little children. And we could see 
and sense the big difference in their personal 
character and lives.”

“I felt empowered to 
realize the strategic 
positioning of 
the ministry 
opportunity I have 
been given to serve 
children who will 
one day become the 
future of our church 
and nation.”

SOUTH  ASIA
Initiative to 
Train Leaders 
is a Success

God is actively working through Awana and 
providing for its needs in miraculous ways 
across South Asia. As missionaries and 
leaders have made sustainability a priority 
to grow the ministry, several clubs have 
turned to alternative revenue sources. 
One area club runs a hotel, while others sell 
meat, cashews, cars and drinking water. 
Praise God for all the passionate leaders 
who love and care for the children in their 
communities so much they won’t give up 
when traditional funding becomes difficult. 

We are also grateful for how the Spirit has 
called additional Awana leaders to us and is 
moving in their lives during regional training 

events. One of these leaders, located in 
Nepal, is Prativa Triphathi, a wife, mother 
and seminary student who currently serves 
in her local church as a Sunday school 
teacher.

“Attending Awana training allowed me to 
reflect on my weaknesses and strengths as 
a leader. A big takeaway from the training 
was the importance of memorizing Bible 
verses before asking our students to do the 
same. By doing so, we acknowledge the 
power of God’s Word to work in our lives as 
much as we desire to see it in our children’s 
lives. Apart from this, I learned plenty 
of ways to convey Bible stories through 
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